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SCOPE OF PLAN

The area covered by this management plan is the Clark Fork of the
Columbia River drainage between the mouth of Rock Creek and the mouth
of Flathead River; the Blackfoot drainage from its mouth to and
including the Clearwater drainage, and the Bitterroot River drainage.

OBJECTIVES

1. To ocorrelate the efforts of the various Rod and Gun Clubs, Montana
Fish and Game Department, Fish and Wildlife Service and the Forest
Service to prevent duplication in planting stresms and lakes, and to

minimize the mixing of fish species within the drainages.

2. To evaluate streams and lakes from a fish production standpoint and
thereby formulate a more logical stocking policy.

3. To stock the streams and lakes consistent with use and demand.
4, To produce large-size fish for the stocking of the major drainages,
5. To secure maximum fish production at minimum cost.

6. To assemble all existiﬁg data in one place for ready reference by
all interested agencies.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT POLICY

During June 1941, a cooperative arrangement was made between the Montana
Fish and Game Commission, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the U, S,
Forest Service whereby the state superintendent of fisheries would act
as coordinator in all fish planting work in Montana. Areas of responsi-
bility for all the hatcheries in the state were outlined, as shown on
the map, page 1. The preparation of detailed management plans for the
individual district was then inaugurated in order to put the fish
planting activities in the state on a systematic basis. The purpose

of these districts and management plans is to prevent the confusion and
duplication of effort inherent in a system where no clear-cut lines of
responsibility exist.

FISH MANAGEMENT FACTCRS

FISH HATCHERY

The entire area will be served by the Hamilton (Daly) State Fish
Hatchery, located at Hamilton, Montana. The total production of this
hatchery unit will be planted in this fish management district,

- DETRIMENTAL FACTORS

i

The use of water for irrigation is a serious detrimental factor in the
§1tterroot drainege. All of the major tributaries are used heavily for
irrigation, and meny of them are entirely dry in their lower reaches
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during the summer months. The loss of fish in the ditches and through
the drying of the streams is a serious drain on the fish production.
Industrial pollution from the mining operations at Butte prevents
maximum fish production in the Clark Fork drainage.

TRASH FISH
Suckers and squawfish are found throughout the entire district. Bass

and perch are present in a number of lakes in which they are considered
detrimental.

FISHING PRESSURE
The fishing pressure is almost uniformly heavy in the main drainages.
The pressure is probably greatest on the Blackfoot drainage, with the

Bitterroot and Clark Fork drainages following in the order listed.

TABULAR DATA

In order that the tables may be more easily understood the following
information is presented:

CONVERSION FACTORS

The following tables refer generally to number I% fingerlings. To find
the relative number of 1%, 2", 3", 4" or 6" fish, multiply by the
following conversion factors:

Size 1 15 2 3 4 6
Factor 4 1 0.565 0033 0025 002
ABBREVIATIONS

The following abbreviations have been used in the tables to indicate
the various fish species: :

Rb Rainbow
Cct © Cutthroat or native
Eb Eastern Brook
LL Loch Leven
Gr : Grayling
Wt Whitefish
SS Silver Salmon
8 Suckers

3
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